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burgess, but only the expert can tell the difference between
the lady of 1100 and the lady of 1200. It needs no expert to
distinguish between 1912 and 1930; and this change, although
we take it so completely for granted, is really of profound
significance and Importance. It is nothing less than the dif-
ference between two conceptions of the Universe.

The speeding up of fashion's changes is due to several
causes, chiefly to large-scale production and the survival of
snobbery Into a democratic world. The breakdown of the
social hierarchy leaves every woman (for man has ceased to
compete) free to dress as well as she can afford, with the result
that the only possible superiority is the slight one of cut or
material, or the short one of adopting a new fashion a little
sooner than her neighbours. The latest creations of the great
Paris couturier are copied and duplicated almost as soon as
they appear in the shops, so that the fashionable woman is
forced to adopt something still newer in order to preserve her
advantage.

It all seems very wasteful and almost meaningless, this dis-
carding of old clothes in order to conform to the whim of half
a dozen French designers, but the matter Is not quite so
simple as that. The designers are not their own masters. They
can only introduce an innovation If it happens to be in ac-
cordance with the spirit of the age. What this means precisely
I do not know, but I am convinced that it means something,
for although the fashions of to-day appear almost purely
arbitrary, the fashions of a few years ago, as soon as they are
far enough removed to be seen in perspective, have always a
strange appropriateness, as if the people of the past could
have clothed themselves in no other fashion. This may be
nothing but a trick of the imagination, but if so it Is one of
imagination's inevitable tricks.

Nothing is more curious than the utter slavery of con-
temporaries to the fashion of the moment. I have In my
possession two photographs of Mrs Bancroft as Peg Woffington,
one taken in 1875 and one in 1880. Now the Bancrofts prided